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November 29, 2004

Michelle Leonhart

Deputy Administrator

Office of Diversion Control

Drug Enforcement Administration

Washington, DC  20537

Dear Ms. Leonhart,

I am writing on behalf the newly formed Utah Academy of Pain Medicine to request clarification on the legalities of opioid prescribing. It appears the DEA's interim policy statement titled "Dispensing of Controlled Substances for the Treatment of Pain," issued Nov. 16, 2004, has re-interpreted law in a manner that will significantly change the practice of pain management. As the principal resource on pain medicine in the state of Utah, UAPM has an interest in ensuring that the information we provide to our members, our patients and the medical community is complete and correct. 

To this end, we seek a definitive statement on DEA stationery as to whether the common practice of issuing multiple prescriptions, some of which are stamped with directions to fill at a later date, is now prohibited. The interim policy statement interprets this practice as tantamount to an illegal refill of Schedule II medications. Yet the DEA has previously issued official correspondence stating that prescriptions stamped with "Do Not Fill Until" directions do not violate the prohibition against Schedule II refills.

The UAPM takes the position that to rescind the ability of physicians to issue prescriptions in the described manner will harm the quality of pain care while increasing rather than decreasing the potential for abuse and diversion. Under the IPS interpretation, prescriptions would either have to be written for a greater quantity, increasing the availability of opioids, or patients who are stable on their medications would be required to make more frequent office visits, driving their healthcare costs upward. 

The need for clarification of this issue is urgent. Once we have received your reply, we will be better equipped to serve our patients and the public interest. Thank you in advance for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Lynn R. Webster

UAPM President
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